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2020 Proposed Major Comprehensive
Plan Amendments

1. PZ-PA-004-20 – Text Amendment to Chapter 7:
Environmental Stewardship, Water Resource Element of 
2019 Pinal County Comprehensive Plan (County 
Initiated).

2. PZ-PA-005-20 – Text Amendment to Chapters 3,6,&7 of 
Riparian Corridors and Pinal County Birding Trail of the 
(County Initiated).

3. PZ-PA-006-20 - Re- designation of 1,642 acres from 
Medium Low Density Residential (MLDR) to Green Energy 
Production for a photovoltaic Solar Power Plant in 
Coolidge and Eloy area, Pinal County. 2



SCHEDULE – 2020 MCPA

 September 3: Citizen Advisory Committee 

 September 17: Planning and Zoning 

 November 18: Board of Supervisors 
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Item #1: PZ-PA-004-20 Water Element
(County Initiated)

 Proposal: 
Request to add goals, objectives, and policies 
relating to:

 Obsolete language 
 Additional verbiage to address water issues and 

challenges that are forced upon the County by current 
development. 
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Item #1 PZ-PA-004-20 Water Element



Item #1 PZ-PA-004-20 Water Element

 P&Z Commission & BOS Input:
 There were some questions on the need for the 

change and overall impact.

 Public Participation Process:
 On-going, no input yet.























Item #2: PZ-PA-005-20 – Riparian Corridors 
and Pinal County Birding Trail 
(County-initiated)

 Proposal: 
Request to amend 3 chapters of the 2019 Pinal 
County Comprehensive Plan by adding goals, 
objectives, and policies relating to:

 Riparian areas, Wildlife corridors
 The Pinal County Birding Trail. 
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Item #2: PZ-PA-005-20 – Riparian Corridors 
and Pinal County Birding Trail 
( County-initiated)

 The following 3 chapters of the 2019 Pinal 
County Comprehensive Plan will be affected:

 Chapter 3 - Land Use, 
 Chapter 6 - Open Spaces and Places, and 
 Chapter 7 - Environmental Stewardship
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PZ-PA-005-20 – Riparian Corridors 
and Pinal County Birding Trail

 Public Participation:
 Web posting and 60 day review: 6/12/2020
 P&Z Work Session: 7/16/2020
 BOS Work Session: 8/12/2020
 Citizen Advisory Committee: 9/03/2020 Approve
 Pinal Open Space and Trails Committee: Approve



PZ-PA-005-20 – Riparian Corridors 
and Pinal County Birding Trail 
(County-initiated)

 Pinal County Birding Trail: 
 Officially recognize the AZ Birding Trail 

as an important Bio-tourism component 
to the eastern side of Pinal County: 
7.1.7.5 Encourage and promote The Pinal 
County Birding Trail, The Arizona Birding 
Trail, and other watchable wildlife 
opportunities in Pinal County.



PZ-PA-005-20 – Riparian Corridors 
and Pinal County Birding Trail 
(County-initiated)



What is the ERT?

 Mapping Tool, database that supplies information 
on riparian areas and habitat in the County.



PZ-PA-005-20 – Riparian Corridors and Pinal 
County Birding Trail 
(County-initiated)

 The main goal is to guide, so we as a 
county: 

 Address issues early enough in the development 
of the County.

 Promote a County-level overview of biological 
resources in relation to development.

 Use guidance tools to help both the 
development community and Pinal County 
identify areas of concern.
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PZ-PA-005-20 – Riparian Corridors 
and Pinal County Birding Trail 
(County-initiated)

 All changes relate to providing ‘direction and guidance 
to potential landowners or developers, staff and elected 
or appointed officials in developing or reviewing the 
Natural Infrastructure as part of a project.’ Example:
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 The changes also aim at the official adoption of the 
Environmental Review Tool (ERT) as the official tool 
to be used by both Pinal County and project 
proponents.

PZ-PA-005-20 – Riparian Corridors 
and Pinal County Birding Trail 
(County-initiated)



 What is the Environmental Review Tool – E.R.T. ?
 Allows the mapping of riparian areas, open spaces, 

sensitive areas, and other natural resources.

 The amendment will allow any interested party to 
identify riparian areas, open spaces, other natural 
resources, and sensitive areas based on project type 
and location. 

 The ERT Report can be used to guide preliminary 
decisions and assessments of proposed land and water 
development, management, locations and conservation 
projects.

 The ERT Tool is already in use by Game and Fish.

PZ-PA-005-20 – Riparian Corridors 
and Pinal County Birding Trail 
(County-initiated)



PZ-PA-005-20 – Riparian Corridors 
and Pinal County Birding Trail 
(County-initiated)

Webpage:



PZ-PA-005-20 – Riparian Corridors 
and Pinal County Birding Trail 
(County-initiated)

Online ERT Tool, Map with Layers:



PZ-PA-005-20 – Riparian Corridors 
and Pinal County Birding Trail 
(County-initiated)

Example 
(ERT-produced 

map:



PZ-PA-005-20 – Riparian Corridors 
and Pinal County Birding Trail 
(County-initiated)

Example (Map Legend):



Why Use the ERT?

 No reliable, comprehensive, science based dataset
 Data when available was difficult to communicate in 

real time real world situations
 No one on your staff has the qualifications to 

adequately communicate constraints and remedies, 
best practices in the absence of a picture



PZ-PA-005-20 – Riparian Corridors and Pinal 
County Birding Trail 
(County-initiated)

 History of the Guiding Effort: 
 Initiated during the Superstition Vistas 

project.
 That effort lead to the creation of a 

mapping tool to easily identify natural areas 
of concern.

 2015 white paper by Pinal Partnership
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Public Participation

 Staff: recommends Approval
 CAC: recommends Approval
 OS&T: recommends Approval
 SALT: recommends Approval

 Pinal Partnership: Concerns 
 AZ State Land Department: Concerns
 Planning and Zoning Commission recommend denial 

(7-1)



Public Participation

 Pinal Partnership: two letters

 AZ State Land Department: 9 Issues, in four broad 
categories.

 P&Z Commission:



 Example 1:
 3C Ranch near Oracle, AZ
 Rezoning application
 Site visit showed 
significant riparian areas



Public Participation

 Pinal Partnership:

 AZ State Land Department: 9 Issues, in four broad 
categories.

 P&Z Commission:



Public Participation

 “This is an attempt by the AZ Game and Fish 
Department to plan Pinal County”

AZ game and fish has no zoning authority

 “This is government over reach sets the stage for new 
regulation”

Proposed amendment has no policy 
direction to create new regulation, the 
amendment in itself is not regulatory



Public Participation

 “If ERT is publicly available no need memorialize it 
in our Comp Plan.”

Formally recognizing the ERT creates the 
baseline for discussion and is a user friendly 
way to “visualize” complex data



The ERT Does Not

 Compromise the Board’s ability to make legislative 
land use decisions.

 Plan new open spaces
 Mandate one size fits all solutions: It’s data is 

science based, and subject to scientific scrutiny
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Item #4: Sundog Energy Center
(PZ-PA-006-20)

 Proposal:
 Change in the Comprehensive Plan designation from Moderate 

Low Density Residential (1-3.5 du/ac) to Green Energy 
Production.

 1624± acres

 Location: Along Hwy 287 in Coolidge and Eloy   
area, Pinal County.

 Applicant: Lonesome Valley Farms Ltd

 Agent: Susan Innis (Invenergy)
17



County Map



Project Location & Vicinity Map 
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Comprehensive Plan
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Comprehensive Plan: 
MLDR (Moderate Low
Density Residential):
1-3.5 du/ac



Aerial Photo
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Applicant Proposal
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Site Posting Locations
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45 – Smaller Signs – Red Dots
6 – Larger Sign Boards -Yellow



Site Posting (photos)
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Concerns:

49

Proposed N-S -Open Space corridor 

Proposed Site-
SUNDOG
ENERGY CENTER



Concerns:
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Open Space corridor – Trail Map 

Original Trail (Historic Anza Corridor) Adopted Trail (Disconnects original Anza 
Open Space Corridor)



Concerns: SUNDOG ENERGY CENTER
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Proposed Open Space corridor 
shown in green from north –
south covering over more than 
half of the parcels of the 
proposed SUNDOG ENERGY 
CENTER



Concerns: SUNDOG ENERGY CENTER
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Existing Santa Cruz 
River/watershed to the north 

Proposed Open Space corridor
Per Pinal County Land Use 2019



Project Overview:

Site Conditions:

 Agriculture land-all parcels irrigated farmland
 Flat Topography
 No native habitats supported
 AZ G&F department report shows no wildlife 

area or habitats for over 5 miles

53



Project Overview:
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Proposed project:
 Area: 1642 Acres
 Capacity: 200 MV photovoltaic (PV) solar project 

with battery energy storage 
 Location: near existing Pinal Central Substation
 Project: Solar field –PV modules, Electrical collection 

systems, Site substation, Battery Storage system, 
Operation and Maintenance Building, associated 
civil infrastructure.



Findings-Comments
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 Staff findings/concerns:
 Location of the proposal – part of a proposed Pinal County Open 

Space Plan
 Letters

 Emails with concerns received – 3 letters
 Reduced property values
 Increase Heat island effect

 Agencies Comments:
 No comments/concerns received

 CAC comments:
 To preserve the historic corridor with a reasonable width as 

recommended by the County  



Recommendation
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 Staff recommended approval
Open space corridor 300’-wide

 Planning and Zoning Commission recommended 
approval ( 7-1 )
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