
2025 Ak-Chin Indian Community Grant Application Cover Sheet 
 

Name of Applicant:  Pinal County Sheriff’s Office  Applicant is a: □ City/Town/County (circle) 

        □ Other ___________________ 

Contact Person and Title:  Nikola Zovko 

Applicant Address (administrative office):  971 N. Jason Lopez Circle 

City:  Florence, AZ                                                                   Zip Code:  85132 

Applicant Mailing Address (if different):  PO Box 867 

City:  Florence, Az                                                                     Zip Code:  85132 

Phone Number:  520.705.4878                                                   Fax Number: 

E-mail Address:  nikola.zovko@pinal.gov 

Fiscal Agent for any Applicant that is not a City, Town, or County 

(Special Taxing Districts/Fire Districts must have a Fiscal Agent) 

Contact Person:  Heather Patel 

City/Town/County Mailing Address:  PO Box 867 

City:  Florence, AZ                                                              Zip Code:  85132 

 

Phone Number:  520.866.6422                                                 Fax Number: 

E-mail Address:  heather.patel@pinal.gov 

 

Program or Project Name:  Rifle Optics Grant 

Priority Area (Check all that apply) □ education □ public safety □ health □ environment  
□ promotion of commerce □ economic and community development 

Purpose of Grant (brief statement):  To fund the one-time purchase of 250 modern rifle optics for patrol rifles  

used by the Pinal County Sheriff’s Office.  Replacing outdated equipment that is over 25 years old to enhance 

Deputy safety, accuracy and operational readiness during critical incidents. 

Target Audience/Beneficiaries:  Sworn Deputies of the Pinal County Sheriff’s Office 

Beginning and Ending Date of 

Program or Project:  July 2025 – June 2026 

Amount Requested:  $230,250.00                                           Total Cost:  $230,250.00 

Geographic Area Served:  All of Pinal County 

 

By the execution of this Grant Application the undersigned agrees that the information contained in this 

Application is true, to the best of the Applicant’s knowledge.  The Applicant shall notify the Community if any 

information in this Application changes. 

 

Signature: 

For the Applicant: __________________________________________ Date:______________ 

 

Typed/Printed Name and Title: __________________________________________ 

 

For the Fiscal Agent: ____________________________________ Date:______________ 

(If applicable) 

Typed/Printed Name and Title: __________________________________________ 



Ak-Chin Indian Community 

2025 Prop 202 – 12% Contribution Grant Application 

Outline for Narrative 

 

INSTRUCTIONS: Applicants must submit a narrative explaining the proposal for which funding is requested.  

The Narrative shall follow the outline format provided below.  Narratives shall not be more than five (5) pages, 

not including attachments, if any.   

OUTLINE 

A. Purpose of Grant. 

1. Describe the proposed program, project or purchase (collectively, the “Project):  The Pinal 

County Sheriff’s Office (PCSO) respectfully requests grant funding for the purchase of updated 

rifle optics and mounts to replace equipment currently in use by Deputies.  The optics currently 

deployed are over 25 years old, no longer meet modern operational standards, and pose a 

potential liability due to reliability and performance degradation.  This project will fund the 

purchase of 250 non-magnified red-dot rifle optics suitable for law enforcement deployment.  

Specifically the Scarlarworks LEAP 1.93 red-dot optics mount and Aimpoint T2 red-dot optic, 

considered the industry standard for ruggedness and reliability.  These optics will enhance 

Deputies ability to safely and accurately respond to dynamic, high-risk situations, particularly in 

low-light or rural environments common throughout Pinal County.  This grant request is for 

equipment only – no personnel, salary, or wage-related costs are included.  While full funding is 

requested, PCSO is committed to enhancing Deputy safety and readiness and is prepared to 

accept partial funding to begin phased implementation of this project.  Any level of support will 

directly contribute to operational effectiveness and public safety.   

 

2. Identify the target population that will be served by the Project:  This project will serve all of the 

communities within Pinal County, including the significant Native American population.  

Together these tribal nations represent approximately 6.1% of the country rural and sovereign 

population.  Deputies frequently respond to call for service and conduct joint operations in or 

near tribal lands, making it essential they are equipped with reliable, modern equipment that 

ensures bother officer and public safety during high-stakes encounters. 

 

3. Describe the Project goals and objectives and outline a plan to meet these goals:   

                        Goal 1 – Increase Deputy Effectiveness and readiness by replacing aging optics.   

 Objective 1 – Procure and install 250 rifle optics and mounts compatible with standard 

issued PCSO patrol rifles. 

 Objective 2 – Ensure all optics are zeroed and tested by certified armorers and training 

staff. 

                         Goal 2 – Improve safety during critical response incidents. 

 Objective 3 – Provide Deputies with optics and mounts, which support rapid target 

acquisition in high-stress environments. 

 Objective 4  - Ensure enhances response capability in rural and sovereign areas, including 

tribal lands, where backup is limited and Law Enforcement Officers may face extended 

response times.  These optics and mounts will improve safety of all Pinal County 

Citizens by enabling a faster and more accurate response to high-risk situations. 

 

4. Provide a timetable for implementation of the Project: 

 Month 1-3:  Solicit updated quotes, finalize vendor, and place purchase order. 

 Month 3-6:  Receive, inspect, and inventory optics and mounts. 



Ak-Chin Indian Community 

2025 Prop 202 – 12% Contribution Grant Application 

Outline for Narrative 

 Month 6-9:  Distribute to Deputies, install and zero optics during regular yearly firearms 

training 

 Month 9-12:  Final inspections and performance review; ensure 100% deployment. 

B. Resources. 

1. Identify current funding sources for the Project and characterize each funding source listed as 

either a one-time-only or long-term funding source:  There are no current funding sources 

dedicated to this project.  This is a one-time capital request and not supported by the existing 

budget.  Full funding is requested from this grant to support implementation. 

 

2. Identify other organizations or partners that are participating in or contributing to the Project, but 

which are not funding sources, and describe their roles or contributions: 

 PCSO Training Unit:  Will coordinate zeroing, familiarization, training and performance 

verification. 

 PCSO Certified Armorers:  Will handle equipment installation, tracking, maintenance, 

and ongoing support. 

 

3. Define the Project as a new or continuing project or a purchase:  This request if for a one-time 

capital purchase.  Once installed, these optics and mounts will be managed and maintained by 

the PCSO Training Unit and PCSO certified Armorers.  The expected service life of each 

Aimpoint T2 red-dot optic and Scarlarworks LEAP 1.93 mount is 10+ years.  PCSO will budget 

for replacements in future budget cycles. 

 

 

4. If the Applicant organization has requested funding from any other Arizona tribe, please list: 

PCSO 5-year History 

 

Gila River Indian Community County Attorney 2020  $            5,000.00  award  

Gila River Indian Community Medical Forensics 2020  $          37,480.00  award  

Gila River Indian Community Medical Forensics 2020  $          20,980.00  award  

Gila River Indian Community Sheriff's Office 2020  denied   denied  

Ak Chin Indian Community Medical Forensics 2021  $          12,500.00  award  

Gila River Indian Community Medical Examiner 2021  $          51,021.00  award  

Tohono O'odham County Attorney 2021  denied   denied  

Tohono O'odham Medical Forensics 2021  denied   denied  

Gila River Indian Community County Attorney 2022  $          25,000.00  denied  

Gila River Indian Community Medical Forensics 2022  $          40,770.00  award  

Gila River Indian Community Adult Probation 2022  $        444,376.00  denied  

Gila River Indian Community Economic Development 2022  $          10,000.00  award  

Gila River Indian Community Sheriff's Office 2022  $        292,355.12  denied  

Tohono O'odham County Attorney 2022  $          83,000.00  denied  

Ak Chin Indian Community Medical Forensics 2022  $          10,000.00  award  

Gila River Indian Community County Attorney 2023  denied   denied  

Gila River Indian Community PCSO 2023  $          58,684.00  award  

Gila River Indian Community PCSO 2023  $        134,248.00  award  

Gila River Indian Community PCSO 2023  $        110,321.00  award  
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Outline for Narrative 

Gila River Indian Community PCSO 2023  $          65,954.70  denied  

Gila River Indian Community PCSO 2024  $        145,299.03  award  

Gila River Indian Community PCSO 2024  $          26,224.25  award  

Gila River Indian Community PCSO 2024  $        193,000.00  award  

Gila River Indian Community Library 2025  $          68,228.44  pending  

Gila River Indian Community County Attorney 2025  $        200,000.00  pending  

Gila River Indian Community PCSO 2025  $        183,020.04  pending  

Gila River Indian Community PCSO 2025  $          28,690.00  pending  

Gila River Indian Community PCSO 2025  $          14,652.76  pending  

Gila River Indian Community PCSO 2025  $          25,397.80  pending  

Gila River Indian Community PCSO 2025  $            9,251.59  pending  

 

 

 

C. Reports:  The Pinal County Sheriff’s Office maintains an established financial and tracking system for 

managing grant-funded expenditures.  All grant purchases will be documented, cataloged and tracked 

with purchase orders, receipts, and internal asset records. 

 

D. Budget: 

Estimated Budget: 

 250 Aimpoint T2 red-dot optics and Scarlarwork LEAP 1.92 mounts @ $909 each:  $227,250.00 

 Estimated shipping and handling:  $3,000.00 

 Total Requested Funding:  $230,250.00   

             Timeline for Expenditure:  Funds will be expended within 90-120 days of approval. 

PCSO recognizes the limitations on available funding and welcomes partial awards to initiate     

implementation. If awarded less than the requested amount, PCSO will prioritize distribution to 

highest-need personnel and units (e.g., rural beats and high-call volume Deputies), and continue to seek 

supplemental funding to fully complete the project. 

 

E. Additional information:  PCSO has a longstanding partnership with the Ak-Chin Indian Community and 

surrounding Tribal Nations. Our Deputies routinely provide mutual aid or support in areas with limited 

local law enforcement resources. This equipment upgrade will enhance our ability to serve Native 

American communities respectfully, efficiently, and safely, honoring the shared priority of protecting 

life while fostering trust between law enforcement and tribal residents.  The Pinal County Sheriff’s 

Office serves a large and growing jurisdiction with a focus on professionalism, accountability and 

community trust.  Upgrading critical equipment like patrol rifle optics and mounts directly support 

Deputy Preparedness and community safety.  PCSO will remain flexible in scope and will responsibly 

maximize the impact of any amount awarded, recognizing the value and responsibility entrusted by 

Tribal Communities.  PCSO recognizes and appreciated the historical support of Arizona Tribal 

Communities and the importance of responsible stewardship of any funding awarded.  This project 

reflects out continues commitment to public safety, fiscal transparency and operational excellence.  We 

thank the Ak-Chin Council for its consideration of this request.  
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