
Proposition 202 Tribal Gaming 
Application Sponsorship/Support Form  

Requesting Pinal County serve as the Fiscal Agent/Pass Through Entity 

Name of the Tribal Community:  Ak Chin Indian Community

Due date of the application to the Tribal community: July 15

The following information will be used by Pinal County to 1) send the resolution and 
grant documents for the applicant to submit to the Tribal community, 2) send the funds, 
if awarded. 

Name of the Non-profit:  +oSH :omHn
V CHntHU

Contact person/title: 7ammy AEHUnHthy� C(2

Email address: tammy#hoSHZomHnVFHntHU�oUJ

Address:  1��� ( 0FdoZHll 5oad 3hoHni[� A= �5���

Project name: +oSH InitiatiYH 0aUiFoSa

Amount being requested: �1�����

Project summary:  7hH +oSH InitiatiYH VHUYHV ZomHn at UiVk oI 'C6 inYolYHmHnt 

in thHiU Iamiliy�

Beneficiaries: 8ndHUVHUYHd :omHn and ChildUHn in 0aUiFoSa

Supervisor District: 6uSHUYiVoU 'iVtUiFt 1

The undersigns hereby certifies they have read and comply with the responsibilities 
set forth in the PINAL COUNTY TRIBAL GAMING GRANT PROGRAM 
Request for fiscal agent/pass through support documentation. 

________________________________________ 
Director name and signature 



2025 Ak-Chin Indian Community Grant Application Cover Sheet 
Name of Applicant: Hope Women’s Center Applicant is a: □ City/Town/County (circle) 

□ Other __Nonprofit_________________
Contact Person and Title: Tammy Abernethy, CEO 
Applicant Address (administrative office): 1640 E. McDowell Rd 
City:   Phoenix, AZ Zip Code: 85006 
Applicant Mailing Address (if different): 
City: Zip Code: 
Phone Number:  480-330-3765 Fax Number: 
E-mail Address: tammy@hopewomenscenter.org

Fiscal Agent for any Applicant that is not a City, Town, or County 
(Special Taxing Districts/Fire Districts must have a Fiscal Agent) 
Contact Person: Heather Patel 
City/Town/County Mailing Address: P.O. Box 1348 
City:   Florence, AZ Zip Code: 85132 
Phone Number:   520-866-6422 Fax Number: 
E-mail Address: heather.patel@pinal.gov

Program or Project Name: Hope Initiative for City of Maricopa 
Priority Area (Check all that apply) □ education □ public safety □ health □ environment
□ promotion of commerce □ economic and community development 
Purpose of Grant (brief statement): This grant will support the work we do to serve women at risk of  
DCS involvement in their families, providing education, counseling, and case management so they are 
empowered to improve their lives and keep their family together. 

Target Audience/Beneficiaries: Underserved women of Maricopa 
Beginning and Ending Date of 
Program or Project: 1/1/26 – 12/31/26 
Amount Requested:      $10,000 Total Cost: $174,845 
Geographic Area Served: City of Maricopa and surrounding area 

By the execution of this Grant Application the undersigned agrees that the information contained in this 
Application is true, to the best of the Applicant’s knowledge.  The Applicant shall notify the Community if any 
information in this Application changes. 

Signature: 
For the Applicant: __________________________________________ Date:__6/10/25____________ 

Typed/Printed Name and Title: ____Tammy Abernethy______________________________________ 

For the Fiscal Agent: ____________________________________ Date:______________ 
(If applicable) 
Typed/Printed Name and Title: __________________________________________ 



Hope Women’s Center Proposal for The Ak Chin Community 2025 

Execu&ve Summary 
Underserved women in Maricopa face a range of adversity — addic6on, domes6c abuse, sexual 
abuse, unplanned pregnancy, and homelessness. When le? unhealed, these trauma6c 
experiences create vicious cycles of poverty, abuse, and neglect for women and their children. 
When these women are also mothers, these crises can lead to adverse childhood experiences, 
and poten6al involvement by the Department of Child Safety. 

Hope Women’s Center has found that mothers who receive appropriate support are able to 
keep their families together. That’s why we recently expanded our Hope Ini6a6ve/Every 
Mother’s Advocate program to serve women who are at risk of family separa6on. We provide 
mothers with the educa6on, counseling, and case management they need to keep their families 
together. 

As our clients find stability and support, the demand for the program has only been growing. To 
con6nue offering these mothers the support they need, we request a grant of $10,000 from the 
Ak Chin Indian Community. 

Hope Women’s Center has never received a 12% distribu6on from the Ak Chin Indian 
Community or any other Arizona Tribe. We plan to work with Pinal County as a fiscal sponsor. 

Mission of Hope Women’s Center 
Hope Women’s Center exists to engage, encourage, and equip women and teen girls facing any 
difficult life situa6on by providing support for her physical, emo6onal, and spiritual needs. As 
we refine and expand the work of Hope Women’s Center, it is our longing to see our clients, and 
their community, profoundly transformed. 

The Need in Maricopa 
In December 2020, Hope Women’s Center opened a center in Maricopa. We chose Maricopa 
because it is one of the fastest growing ci6es in Arizona, which always leads to increased levels 
of inequality. The programs offered at our Maricopa center take a holis6c approach to help the 
underserved women in the area regardless of the challenges they face. 



 
 
In 2023, Hope Women’s Center iden6fied an increased need across the state of Arizona to help 
stabilize families before an interven6on from the Department of Child Safety was needed, and 
we expanded our Hope Ini6a6ve program to increase focus on stabiliza6on and beWer meet the 
needs of the women we serve. 
 
In 2022, the Department of Child Services iden6fied 22,000 Arizona families who were at high 
risk of needing interven6on. DCS got involved with a quarter of those families, which led to 
3,400 kids being placed in foster care. These interven6ons are o?en necessary, but that does 
not make them any less trauma6c for the family, and for the children. Thousands of lives are 
being tragically disrupted, and we know that these trauma6c events have the power to affect 
women and children for the rest of their lives. However, we have found that when women and 
families receive preven6on and interven6onal support and advocacy, their outcomes for family 
health, remaining intact and reunifica6on increase. 
 
Sadly, women in these situa6ons typically don’t have any support at all. The complicated 
process to avoid foster care or to reunify a family makes support so necessary. Requirements 
include paperwork, classes, mee6ngs, court hearings, proof of employment, to name only a few. 
These kinds of steps are hard to manage for someone with stability, let alone someone who is 
likely struggling with poverty and unhealed trauma. 
 
It doesn’t have to be this way. With the right support, women in crisis can achieve steady 
employment, reunifica6on with their children, and keep a stable family environment with 
improved paren6ng and life skills. 
 
Our Solu&on: The Hope Ini&a&ve 
HWC has responded to the shortcomings in the system by expanding the Hope Ini6a6ve as an 
affiliate of Every Mother’s Advocate (ĒMA). ĒMA is a program that partners with mission-
aligned affiliate organiza6ons to eradicate the preventable causes of family separa6on through 
mother advocacy. 
 
Hope Ini6a6ve/Every Mother’s Advocate (ĒMA) is a Hope Women’s Center program that seeks 
to eradicate the preventable causes of family separa6on through mother advocacy. The ĒMA 
program is an evidence-based, court-approved preven6on program designed to empower 
moms in crisis to preserve their families. Hope Women’s Center, as an ĒMA affiliate, trains staff 
members who are able to iden6fy and pair at-risk mothers with our ĒMA-based programming. 
The program supports mothers through a two-prong approach — advocacy and case 



management. This includes pairing each mother with a cer6fied volunteer Advocate who offers 
social, emo6onal, and tangible support in weekly mee6ngs. These trained ĒMA volunteer 
Advocates provide individualized and comprehensive support services — empowering moms to 
achieve stability and keep their families together.  

This partnership will allow us to serve more mothers and make a greater impact on children 
involved in the child welfare system. As an ĒMA affiliate, HWC receives training and resources 
for this specialized program, and will care for mothers who are facing losing their children 
(preven6on) and mothers who are working to reunite with their children (reunifica6on). Thus, 
the specific objec6ves of the program are two-fold: 

1. Prevent removal through our programs, mentorship, job coaching, case management,
etc.

2. Increase reunifica6on a?er removal happens in the first 18 months.

In 2024, over 29 women in Maricopa took advantage of our Hope Ini6a6ve/ĒMA program, 
which has sparked the need for more dedicated 6me from an EMA Manager at our Maricopa 
Center. 

Who is helped? 
During 2024, our Maricopa Center served over 157 women in 1700 visits. 

Economic Demographics 
93% of the women who come to our 
Maricopa Center make less than $14,000 
per year. 

Age Demographics 
87% of our clients are between 20-60 years 
old. 

Ethnic Demographics 
12% of our clients are Na6ve American 
30% are African American 
30% are Hispanic 
16% are Caucasian 
12% are Mul6-racial or Other 

Geographic Demographics 
96% of our clients live in Pinal County, while 
3% are homeless. 



Budget 

Hope Initiative Budget 2025 (statewide) 
Expense Item Expense Amount 
Materials $1,000.00 
Hospitality $1,500.00 
Transportation $3,000.00 
Curriculum $1,725.00 
Benevolent Fund $6,000.00 
Custom Program Software $2,500.00 
Volunteer Care $1,000.00 
EMA Space Improvements $5,000.00 
Media Update $2,000.00 
Staff Salary-Coordinators $104,000.00 
Staff Salary - Manager $42,120.00 
Staff Expenses $2,000.00 
Staff Training $3,000.00 
Total Expenses $174,845.00 

Hope Initiative Funding Request 2025 
Organization Asked Amount Requested Status 

Tohono O'odham Nation $10,000  Pending 
Board of Visitors $10,000  Pending 

Conclusion 
Thank you for considering Hope Women's Center's request for $10,000 from the Ak Chin Indian 
Community Gaming Distribu6on. Your support would directly impact our Hope Ini6a6ve 
program at our Maricopa Center, where we are witnessing growing demand from vulnerable 
mothers at risk of family separa6on. By helping mothers gain stability, improve paren6ng skills, 
and maintain family unity, we create genera6onal change. 

Please feel free to contact Hope Women’s Center’s CEO, Tammy Abernethy with any ques6ons, 
or you can also contact her Execu6ve Assistant, Kears6n Nuckols. Our mailing address is 1640 E 
McDowell Rd, Phoenix, AZ 85006 and both contact people can be reached using the informa6on 
below: 
 
Tammy Abernethy, tammy@hopewomenscenter.org, (480) 330-3765 
Kears6n Nuckols, kears6n@hopewomenscenter.org, (602) 715-0999 

mailto:tammy@hopewomenscenter.org
mailto:kearstin@hopewomenscenter.org





