






 
 

AMORE SENIOR SUPPORT NETWORK 
 

A. Purpose of Grant 

 

1. Amore Senior Support Network (SSN) is requesting funding for the Amore Expansion Program 
to help continue its current efforts as well as expand them to better address some of the unmet 
community-based needs of older adults residing within the communities of San Tan Valley, 
Queen Creek, Florence and Coolidge, Arizona. The Executive Director (ED) of Amore SSN has 
been actively working to identify and address the needs of older adults residing in the 
unincorporated community of San Tan Valley since 2006. All efforts have been privately funded 
by the ED since 2006. The ED recently applied for a grant from Pinal County Supervisors to 
provide a small salary for the ED as well as provide a small part time salary for an 
Administrative/Accounting Assistant. The purpose of a salary for the ED and Administrative 
Assistant is to ensure the work of Amore SSN can continue and increase in scope. Amore SSN 
is awaiting the outcome of said County Supervisor’s Grant. As part of the Amore Expansion 
Program, Amore SSN would like to seek additional funding from the Ak-Chin Indian Community 
Grant partially to help provide salaries for said positions. Funding for the Amore Expansion 
Program would cover operating expenses listed in the budget, purchase Quick Books for 
record keeping, purchase case management software, purchase access to Grant Station 
which provides assistance locating funding resources. Amore SSN has a goal of setting up a 
well-managed benevolence fund to cover vital expenses that aren’t covered by another source. 
Funding for this benevolence fund is needed. 
 

2. Amore SSN strongly supports, encourages and assists other non-profits, churches, social 
service agencies, businesses, volunteers, etc. with opportunities to network and create a 
strong united group of likeminded service providers. Amore SSN provides assistance to all 
members of the community by referring them to resources and assistance, which includes all 
age groups. There are specific services and focuses that serve adults 60 years of age and 
older; however, we do not discriminate in any way. We serve all genders, ethnicities, and 
income levels. The demographic most served historically have been lower income families. 
Many of these people are on social security, bringing in less than $2,000 a month in total 
income. It is estimated that approximately 400 people who are considered older adults are 
reached directly each month through community gatherings, phone calls, social media, 
monthly digital newsletters, and referrals. In addition to the adults who are Amore SSN’s main 
focus, numerous people from other demographics are reached monthly through community 
networking and sharing of information. Amore SSN will never turn away anyone who is trying 
to gather information on resources or assistance no matter where they live. However, Amore 
SSN has a focus of addressing needs and promoting these services in the communities of San 
Tan Valley, Queen Creek, Florence and Coolidge, Arizona. 
 

3. The goals of this program is to continue and expand upon the current work that Amore SSN 
does in the communities mentioned above. Amore SSN hosts a monthly gathering for older 
adults that is called the Sizzling Seniors. The purpose is to unite people, build friendships, 
community, and share community-based information and resources with this group. The 
interest in this group to begin gathering again since COVID is refreshing. The ED and 
volunteers will be continuing these gatherings. The ED will continue following up with people 
being referred by hospital discharge planners, local Area Agency on Aging, Compassion Care 
Center, Churches, individuals, etc. that are in need of information, resources and services. 
Amore SSN will help identify beneficial resources and assist in making sure those in need are 



 

connecting to appropriate service providers. Advocacy is a constant focus of Amore SSN and 
will continue as always. If grant funding should be secured, one of the programs that Amore 
SSN would like to immediately expand upon depends on the purchase of additional liability 
insurance. The specific sub-program, would be to have more Durable Medical Equipment for 
people to borrow. Upon receiving grant funding, Amore SSN would automatically set up a 
benevolence fund to assist senior citizens with unexpected costs that might arise for varied 
vital needs which can include assistance with paying for prescriptions, food, clothing, medical 
appointments and travel when other forms of assistance can’t be identified. This benevolence 
fund would be managed by the Board of Directors and ED. It would have clear guidelines and 
structure. It would not be intended to be used for on-going expenses. The implementation of 
these programs would begin when funding does, which would be scheduled for the beginning 
of 2024. 

 
B. Resources 
 

1. Currently all of Amore Senior Support Network’s programs are being personally funded by the 
Executive Director. The ED has provided a long-term commitment to funding Amore SSN and 
the Amore Expansion Program, though it is hoped that the majority of funding will be provided 
by grant opportunities moving into the new budget. If funding should be received from the Pinal 
County Supervisor’s Grant it would begin in July, 6 2023 and last through June, 30 2024. 
Amore SSN would need to reapply yearly. ED will look for other opportunities to increase 
revenue to cover the cost of Amore SSN’s programs.   
 

2. Amore SSN has relationships with various organizations. None of them are providing any form 
of funding. Relationship with these organizations is extremely important for the success of 
Amore SSN to identify, address and meet the needs of community members they are 
assisting. 
 

• The San Tan Valley Veteran Center – Dennis Gardner 
post97serviceofficer@gmail.com  provides a location for the Sizzling Seniors to 
gather. Amore SSN promotes the STV Veteran Center calendar with the community 
and encourages participation. Amore SSN refers veterans needing assistance 
applying for benefits to the STV Veteran Center. 
 

• The Compassion Care Center provides a location to leave promotional information 
for the community. Referrals are made by the Compassion Care Center to Amore 
SSN for seniors and families who need information on resources and services. 
Jennelle Esquivel esquivel@compassionqueencreek.com 

 

• Pinal Gila Council for Senior Citizens sends referrals to Amore SSN for seniors who 
might have needs not currently being addressed by their programs. Amore SSN 
works closely with the Case Managers of PGCSC. Amore SSN makes many 
referrals to PGCSC for seniors who need assistance and can benefit from their 
programs. Amore SSN also supports and assists PGCSC by distributing their 
information on programs, events and services to members of the community in San 
Tan Valley and Queen Creek. Ginger Fligger gingerf@pgcsc.org 

 

• HOHP / Eagles Landing Veteran Center – Kim Vandenberg 
hohp4heroes@gmail.com provides assistance with resources, information and 
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support for Amore SSN while working together to address the needs of local older 
adults and Veterans.  

• County Supervisor Mike Goodman allows the Sizzling Seniors to gather at the Pinal 
County Complex for updates from the Supervisor’s office. The staff will refer 
community members to Amore SSN for information on beneficial resources and 
services. Amore SSN shares flyers, handouts, etc. with information on resources 
and services to the county office for public display. Haylie.studebaker@pinal.gov 
 

• Amore SSN has worked alongside the Pinal County Attorney’s Office on the Home 
Alone Unit program. Latisha Joseph latisha.joseph@pinal.gov 

 

3. Amore SSN is applying with Ak-Chin Indian Community for a grant that could help ensure the 
success of the new Amore Expansion Program This program is an extension of Amore SSN’s 
long-term program and commitment, as well includes new initiatives to progress the current 
programs. The Executive Director of Amore SSN is committed to continuing the current 
Sizzling Senior gatherings, making referrals to community members to provide helpful 
information, resources and services. The ED is also forever committed to encouraging local 
non-profits, churches, service agencies, businesses, volunteers, community members, etc. to 
network and support each other for the wellbeing of the entire community and to build a united 
group to provide community social service support. The new program includes additional 
funding toward the salaries of the ED and Administrative Staff (currently unpaid but initial 
salaries requested from Pinal County grant), funding to cover phone and fax line expense, 
case management software (which would be of great benefit and assistance while working 
alongside older adults who have needs), access to Grant Station (which could greatly benefit 
Amore SSN with identifying opportunities for additional funding sources). Amore SSN will 
actively be seeking funding opportunities throughout each year to maintain the program once/if 
funding is exhausted. The ED is committed to keeping the Sizzling Seniors monthly gatherings 
scheduled and making referrals to people in need for as long as possible even if there is no 
grant funding support available, by personally providing the funds. Amore SSN would be 
thrilled to expand their services and outreach if funding is found. Amore SSN will constantly be 
looking for viable funding opportunities. By receiving grant money that can be used for a well-
managed benevolence fund Amore SSN would have the ability to identify and address needs 
that currently aren’t being met. 
 

4. The Applicant has not requested funding from any other Arizona Tribe.  
 
C. Reports 
 
Amore SSN has requested funding for an Administrative/Accounting Assistant. Amore SSN 
understands it is imperative that detailed and accurate records are kept. Quick Books will be used to 
keep track of finances. Various excel spread sheets will be created to track grant funds and to 
document compliance with the grant terms.  
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D. Budget with Line-Item Descriptions 

 
1. Staffing for Executive Director – Since 2006, all networking, gatherings, marketing, and 

community outreach has been done through the Executive Director’s volunteer efforts. The 
Executive Director has maintained part-time positions or contract employment to fund Amore 
initiatives. With the additional time the Executive Director is desiring to spend to grow Amore 
SSN with the explained programs, compensation through flexible part-time or contract work is 
no longer possible. 
  

AMORE' - ANNUAL FINANCIAL BUDGET 2024 

  LINE ITEM 
ANNUAL 
BUDGET 

REQUEST 
FROM AK-CHIN 

INDIAN 
COMMUNITY 

GRANT 

CURRENT 
FUNDING 
SOURCE 

PROPOSED 
FUNDING SOURCE 

1 Staffing - Executive Director  $     12,000.00   $       5,400.00  none Pinal County Grant 

2 Staffing - Administrative & Accounting  $       4,800.00   $       2,400.00  none Pinal County Grant 

3 Office supplies, postage, printing  
 $           600.00    

Executive Director 
personal funds 

Pinal County Grant & 
ED personal funds 

4 Sizzling Senior gatherings 
 $       1,800.00    

Executive Director 
personal funds & 

Donations 

Pinal County Grant & 
ED personal funds 

5 Phone & Fax Line 
 $           900.00    

Executive Director 
personal funds 

Pinal County Grant & 
ED personal funds 

6 Marketing, Advertising, Website, PR 
 $           925.00    

Executive Director 
personal funds 

Pinal County Grant & 
ED personal funds 

7 Liability Insurance 
 $       1,000.00  $       1,000.00 

Executive Director 
personal funds 

Ak-Chin Indian 
Community Grant 

8 Transportation  
 $       2,129.00    

Executive Director 
personal funds 

Pinal County Grant & 
ED personal funds 

9 Case Management Software 
 $           840.00   $           840.00  

none 
Ak-Chin Indian 

Community Grant 

10 Quick Books 
 $           600.00   $           600.00  

none 
Ak-Chin Indian 

Community Grant 

11 Grant Station 
 $           120.00   $           120.00  

none 
Ak-Chin Indian 

Community Grant 

12 Benevolence Fund 

 $       2,000.00   $       1,000.00  

Executive Director 
personal funds 

Ak-Chin Indian 
Community Grant & 
Executive Director 

personal funds 

  Total  $     27,714.00   $     11,360.00      



 

2. Staffing for Administrative & Accounting – Amore SSN gained 501C3 status in 2023, which will 
now require responsible record keeping and documentation. The Executive Director seeks 
funding toward qualified assistants. 
 

3. Office supplies, postage, printing. 
 

4. Sizzling Senior gatherings – Refreshments including coffee, creamers, pastries, bottled water, 
along with paper products, stirrers, and printed material is provided free to Sizzling Senior 
attendees monthly. Amore SSN has an agreement with Cactus Coffee Works to provide coffee 
at Sizzling Senior gatherings for $45, currently paid for by the Executive Director. Each month, 
$150 is spent on average. Attendees have begun donating funds to help cover the refreshment 
cost. With additional funding, we would like to increase community engagement through 
raffles, name tags, and acknowledgments for volunteers.  
 

5. Phone & Fax line – Amore SSN spends $30 per month to maintain an open fax line. Some 
medical providers require fax lines, so this has been a required cost for years. $45 a month is 
spent on the Executive Director’s cell phone, required for use to connect older adults with 
resources, networking, etc. (Funding for this budget item is to be requested from other 
sources.) 

 
6. Marketing, Advertising, Website, PR – Amore SSN has historically spent an average of $725 

annually on marketing, advertising, website maintenance, and PR. This amount will also cover 
the cost of refreshments and printed resources for the two-to-three educational presentations 
set for 2023. Additional funding would enable Amore SSN to expand advertising opportunities. 

 
7. Liability Insurance – Amore SSN would like to increase liability coverage to expand services. 

 
8. Transportation – The standard travel reimbursement rate set as of 2023 is $0.655 per mile. 

Amore SSN has budgeted for a minimum of 325 miles a month. This travel is spent visiting 
clients and attending meetings.  

 
9. Case Management software programs will be reviewed. Breezy has been recommended by 

the Compassion Care Center.  
 

10. Quick Books is a well-known book keeping program. We will research the best version. 
 

11. Grant Station is a resource for researching funding opportunities. https://grantstation.com/ 
 

12. Benevolence Fund to assist with vital needs of qualified senior citizens who can’t find a way to 
fund their need for assistance. Program will be well supervised. 

 
E. Additional Information 
 
Amore SSN continuously strives to identify current unmet needs of a given community and/or 
individuals and address them. Many times, addressing needs will be done by making an appropriate 
referral to another agency. A focus of Amore SSN will always be to unite like-minded social service 
agencies, non-profits, churches, volunteers, community members, businesses, etc., and to create a 
strong alliance of support for our communities. Amore SSN will have a focus of addressing the 
challenges unique to our older adults, their caregivers, and their families. Amore Senior Support 
Network is grateful to the Ak-Chin Indian Community for your consideration of this grant.  
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